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‘God got it!’
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Alex Harris
USF business school graduate Maranda Douglas is a mother, community
change maker and entrepreneur wears many hats to live out her dreams.

Rev. Willie C. Whiting
BY DEXTER MCCREE

Entrepreneur runs
nonprofit by day and
deals cards at night
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She gives a voice

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER – When you
think “boat charter company,”
you might not imagine one being
run by a young African-American woman who is self-admittedly “a girl from the hood.”
Unless you’ve met Maranda
Douglas.
“I’m from Largo — born and
raised in Greater Ridgecrest, an
unincorporated area in Largo,”
noted Douglas, who said that the
area has always suffered from
fewer services and less economic investment than other
parts of the city.
In fact, she remembers the

area when it was still partially unpaved, and attributes two programs – the Omni Center, run by
the Urban League, and the Suncoast YMCA that replaced it —
for helping change come to the
community.
A “Y-baby” who spent her
childhood years at the center’s
programs, upon graduation from
The Boca Ciega High with honors, Douglas spent the next several years working at the Y while
attending St. Petersburg College, absorbing leadership and
community service skills as a
programs specialist.
Her time at the Y was also educational from a socio-economic
viewpoint. When the Omni Cen-

ter’s role as a free community resource center was replaced by
the Y’s fee-based structure, Douglas saw the blow it dealt to the
resource-strapped neighborhood denizens.
After graduating from SPC
with an associate degree in general studies, she left the Y, this
time looking for a “more purposeful employment opportunity” than working at a desk job.
She ended up working for the
school district for three years as
a secretary managing budgets
for several federally funded accounts totaling in the millions
and handling administrative
See ECONOMY, page 8

Creative director discusses ‘telling your
INDEX story’ at marketing panel
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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CLEARWATER– Visual
and performing artists, marketing executives and CEOs,
creative and artistic directors
descended on St. Petersburg
College’s EpiCenter Aug. 23 to
discuss “The Art of Marketing
& Branding – From Advocacy
to Impact.”
Pinellas County aims to
brand itself as an “Extraordinary Arts and Cultural Destination.” Presented by the
Tampa Bay Businesses for
Culture and the Arts, Downtown Clearwater-CRA, Creative Pinellas, and the St.
Petersburg Arts Alliance, the
event discussed methods for
building new audiences and
creating new partnerships.
Keynote speaker Bahia
Ramos from New York City’s
Wallace Foundation spoke
about leading the Foundation’s

$150 million initiative to develop arts audiences. Other
speakers
included
Eric
Blankenship, vice president of
marketing, Tampa Bay Sports
& Entertainment, Stephanie
Gularte, CEO and artistic director for American Stage,
Akiko Kotani, 2019 Creative
Pinellas Artist Laureate & Professor Emerita of Art and
Steve Weinberger, CEO of
Clearwater Jazz Holiday Foundation.
Bryan Volitan, creative director of Beach and Main,
shared information both as a
creator, and entrepreneur who
works with other creatives.
“I represent artists and I’m
an artist myself. You do have
to invest a lot of time into how
you’re going to present yourself – everything is marketing.
Figuring out your story, and
how you’re going to tell that
story is the most important
part of the process.”

Bryan Volitan
A native of Clearwater, Voliton built his career in advertising in Atlanta, Texas and Las
Vegas. Holding down a career
in advertising for any amount
of time is no small feat for
African Americans; the representation numbers for blacks
are bleak.
Still a predominantly white
industry, the 2018 Bureau of

Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — For
more than three decades, Willie
Whiting impacted the lives of all
walks of people in St. Pete. His influence crossed age, racial, socioeconomic and gender lines.
Whiting made time to help
whomever he could.
The youth at recreation centers loved him, and their parents
respected him. His work supervisors trusted him, and the church
family honored him. He was and
all-around good guy.
On Thursday, Aug. 22, Whiting, 69, bid farewell to those he
impacted when he took his final
breath.
Born in Largo on Dec. 11,
1949, to Willie B. Whiting and
Emma Johnson, he graduated
from Gibbs High School in 1967.
Known as “Tubs,” he was a longtime member of Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church
where he served as a youth minister.
Whiting joined the U.S. Marine Corp May 29, 1967, as a rifleman. He earned a National
Defense Service Medal, Combat
Action Ribbon, rifle sharpshooter
badge, Vietnamese service medal,
Vietnamese campaign medal with
device and Good Conduct Medal.
There were lessons that he
learned and lived by.
“One thing my dad taught me
is how to be a real man,” said Raffaell Whiting. He remembers his
father often saying: “If it ain’t
right, then it ain’t real and more
than anything always know God’s
got it.”
Whiting learned hard work
and serving others in the community at a young age. In 1964, he
was a teenager learning the funeral business. He began by cutting the yard, digging graves and
washing cars at McRae Funeral
Home until he left for the Marine
Corps.
When he returned from the
military, he rejoined McRae,
where he assisted in serving and
comforting families. When the
Lawson family, who also worked
at McRae’s, opened Lawson Funeral Home in 2009, Whiting
joined Ted Lawson, his lifelong
friend until Whiting retired in
May.
As a young adult, one of Whiting’s concerns, according to
Thomas “Jet” Jackson, a lifelong
friend and former co-worker, was

See PANEL, page 9
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FRONT AND CENTER
BY JACQUELINE HUBBARD, ESQ.
ASALH President

No, Harriet Tubman
has not yet been placed on
the $20 bill as was promised. This petty slight,
however, takes nothing
away from the great soul
warrior and incredibly
brave person history has
proven her to have been.
Harriet Tubman was
one of the most famous
conductors of the Underground Railroad.
The
metaphorical railroad was
a method of hidden travel
in which people who were
extraordinarily brave and
knowledgeable about the
lay of the land led enslaved
black people to freedom.
The person who led
the enslaved to freedom in
the north, mid-west and
often to Canada was called
a conductor. During a 10year period before the Civil
War, Tubman is said to
have led at least 300 people
to freedom.
The Underground Railroad was primarily sup-

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019

ported by black and white
abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass, William
Still and countless others.
Born Araminta Ross
in 1820 in Dorchester
County,
Md.,
she
changed her first name in
1849 after escaping to
freedom to Harriet after
her mother. She married
a free black man in 1844
named Tubman and took
his last name.
Known as the “Moses
of her people,” Tubman
fought her entire life
against the abominable institution of slavery. She
spent most of her life as an
Underground Railroad
conductor, escaping with
people longing for freedom and returning to rescue more nearly 70 times.
She lived, mostly in
poverty, as an avid antislavery crusader until her
death in Auburn, N.Y., on
March 10, 1913.
By age five, Tubman’s
slave owners leased her
services to neighbors as a
domestic servant. She was

often physically abused
and mistreated. She gave
early signs of her resistance to slavery when at
age 12 while trying to
shield another enslaved
person from abuse, she
was hit in the head with a
two-pound weight.
This incident caused
her physical suffering for
the rest of her life. She had
a lifetime of dreadful
headaches, narcolepsy,
fainting spells and visions
as a result. However, she
never lost a single person
she set out to rescue.
Tubman believed the
injury she received was a
gift from God that led her
to have intuitions and perceptions of safety she
would not have had otherwise. She was a profoundly religious person,
sure and unbending in her
faith and very spiritual.
After the Civil War
began, Tubman worked
tirelessly for the Union
Army. She served as a
scout, spy, a fearless guerrilla warrior and a nurse for

Harriet Tubman: Soul warrior
the Union Army.
She is considered the
first
African-American
woman to serve in the
military. Historians state
she had confidence that
God would aid her efforts. It is said she threatened to shoot any of those
she was leading to freedom who thought to turn
back, so as not to hinder
the escape of all.
Abolitionist and Underground Railroad safe
house owner William Still
published “The Underground Railroad” in 1871.
His book included a moving description of Tubman
and her work.
Still wrote about Wilmington, Del., and Philadelphia as being significant
stops on the Underground
Railroad route followed by
Tubman. She made the
dangerous trip to freedom
from slave country 19
times by 1860. She even
rescued her elderly parents during this period.
Douglass was quoted
saying, “Excepting John

Brown…of sacred memory…I know of no one
who has willingly encountered more perils and
hardships to serve our enslaved people…” John
Brown, who often consulted with Harriet Tubman before the Harper’s
Ferry revolt, called her
“General Tubman.” He
called her “one of the
bravest people on this
continent.”
Harriet Tubman was a
true heroine, a brave and
useful soul who is fortunately remembered for

her solitary spiritual beliefs and fearless courage.
She was also active in the
suffrage movement because as an outstanding
black woman, she fought
for justice for all wounded
by America’s history of injustice.
Attorney Jacqueline
Hubbard graduated from
the Boston University Law
School. She is currently
the president of the St. Petersburg Branch of the Association for the Study of
African American Life
and History, Inc.

Alex Harris continues Summer Series this Friday
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
R & B singer Alex Harris
continues his St. Pete Summer Series Live on Aug. 30
at the Hideaway Café at
1756 Central Ave.
Harris, a recording
artist who has topped the
American Blues Network
charts with his hit “Hope
For Us,” has promised
some cover tunes and original favorites, along with
some songs yet to be released as part of the intimate concert series.
He pointed out that the

series intends to promote
original soul and R & B
music in the area, and to
help the “vibrant music
culture that is on the rise
here, especially among independent talent.”
Harris, as the cofounder of the Arts Conservatory for Teens, is no
stranger to encouraging
young talent in the area.
He is also no stranger to
performing, as he was
singing in the family band
at the age of seven—he
even quipped that those
close to him say he came
out of the womb singing.
Hailing from small-

town Manchester, Ga., the
talented Harris learned to
play guitar, piano and even
drums.
“That was my first instrument,” he recalled. “I
started on the buckets of
my neighbor’s back yard,
and my drum sticks were
the pine tree branches of
my yard!”
Harris is not only a
songwriter and performer
but has handled production duties as well, and is
co-producing his upcoming record. His new single
available now, “We Are
Love + We Are One,” will
also be a track on the new
album.
He counts such singers
as Otis Redding, Louis
Armstrong, Billie Holiday,
Aretha Franklin, Al Green
and Sam Cooke as influences.
“I admire a lot of the
people that I consider to be
the influences of American
music culture,” Harris
noted, adding that he has
felt their influence in his
own career “from writing
as well as the energy that
they brought to their performances.”
Though the greats
have guided him, Harris is
an artist that puts his own
life experiences in his
work.
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“I really seek to share
my upbringing in the
gospel,
charismatic
church,” he said, “which is
my father’s and mother’s
church that they started in
Manchester.”
He writes poignant
songs about relationships
between partners in love
and humanity as a whole
and strives in his way to
help effect change for the
better. Harris remembered more than a few
concerts where people
would approach him after
a passionate performance
and told him of the joy and
peace they felt at his show.
Some were so genuinely touched by his uplifting
and
heartfelt
concerts that they confided with him that after
watching his performance,
they “want to love again.”
“I live and perform to
do that,” Harris said.
Harris has not only
sung for ordinary music
lovers but has performed
for Presidents Obama and
Bush, the Prime Minister
of Ireland and the Premier
of Bermuda. Does he get
nervous before taking the
stage to entertain such
prominent politicians and
dignitaries?
“No, I do not,” he said,
“because one of the

thoughts that I have is that
we’re all people and we’re
all looking to be uplifted in
some way. And if I can use
my gifts and talents to do
that, well, I want to get you
going!”
A resident of St. Pete
for the last 12 years, Harris
believes the city is growing
“in its effort to embrace
the various expressions of
the arts,” and he is just
happy to be a part of it.
“I’m very grateful to be
an active participant in the
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performing arts side of it,”
Harris said.
The concert is scheduled for 8 p.m. with doors
opening at 6 p.m. Contact
the Hideaway Café for
ticket information at (727)
644-7895. After the Aug. 30
show, Harris will conclude
his Summer Series at the
Hideaway with one more
performance on Sept. 27.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Pinellas Schools are failing to implement Restorative Justice Practices
and our children are suffering
In reaction to Tampa Bay Times article “Student discipline debated”
Three key components shown to
work in other districts are missing
that would facilitate an effective implecoaching,
ongoing
mentation:
restorative conference training, and a
measured evaluation process.
Restorative conferencing is especially vital to ensure that children face
real sanctions for misbehavior.
School Board members Carr,
Cane and Lentino met with 2,500 parents at the FAST Nehemiah Action to
hear these concerns. Since then, they
have all been voicing concerns about
the RP implementation.
However, their voices need to become louder, and the other school
board members need to join with
them in demanding that experts are
hired to oversee the RP implementation.
Over time, RP works to change
school culture by fostering a welcom-

Dear Editor:
A recent Tampa Bay Times article
exposed that Pinellas County still has
serious behavior problems in many
schools. However, this is not a failure
of Restorative Justice Practices (RP).
It is a failure of the Pinellas County
School District to properly implement
the initiative and give teachers the
needed resources.
If RP were properly implemented,
then disciplinary referrals would not
be suppressed. Other school districts,
such as Pittsburgh and Louisville, Ky.,
which we visited, are having great
successes in lowering disciplinary referrals while creating a secure climate.
Our district needs to allocate the
same resources that these districts
did by bringing in real RP experts
over the course of the year and not relying on a “train the trainer” model.

ing and safe environment for students
to learn and teachers to teach and listen without screaming and shouting,
stopping under-the-table suspensions.
It accomplishes this by providing
tools for students and teachers to use
when addressing conflict while holding students accountable for their actions. Teachers discover the root
causes of why their students act out,
and students begin to trust and open
up to their teachers. Everyone feels
valued as members of the school
community, and discipline problems
decrease.
As parents of children in the Pinellas County School District, we want
our schools to be safe, equitable
places for our kids to learn. Teachers
deserve our support, and all students
deserve success. Quality implementation of RP in our schools would help
the district meet these goals.

Leslie Walbolt, mother of a child at Perkins
Elementary School, and Chrisandra Harris,
mother of children at Pinellas Park High School
and Melrose Elementary School, are members
of the Youth Suspensions and Arrests Committee
for Faith and Action for Strength Together (FAST).
They are pictured here at the Restorative Justice
Practices Conference in Louisville, Ky.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

CREAL FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATIONS, INC

Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

727-896-2602
“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM
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On the road to glory
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

The Healthy Start program is hosting their 3rd annual photo contest and this
\HDU·VWKHPHLV celebrating fathers and fatherhood. Please share a photo with
us that reflects what you love most about your relationship with your child.
Share your best photo for a chance to win the cover of the 2020 Healthy Start
calendar and bragging rights-that \RX·UHWKH Most Valuable Father (M.V.F.).

How to enter:
Go to link online.
Complete form and submit a re
r cent photo (within 6 months).
C o n t es t w i n n e r s w i l l p ar t ic i p a te i n a p h ot o s h o ot w i t h t h e ir c h i l d ( r e n) .
T h e gr a nd pr i ze w i n n e r w i l l b e f ea t ur e d o n th e 2 02 0 H e a l t h y S t a r t c a le n d ar c o v e r !
R u n n er s- up will b e f e a t ure d as a d if f er e nt m on t h wit h in t he 2 0 20 c a le n d ar .
C a le n d ar sc h e d u le d to b e r e lea se d D ec em b er 2019.
R e g i s t er a n d s u bm i t p h o to s on l i n e at www. H o pk i ns A l l C h i l d r en s . or g / p ho t o c o nt e s t
R e g i s tr a t i o n e n ds on S ept e mb e r 6 th .
F M I , p le as e c a ll 7 2 7- 767-6 7 8 0 or vis it ww w. H o pk ins AllC h ildr e ns. o rg / H ea lt h ySt a r t

ST. PETERSBURG –
Zachary Scott Peterson,
father, businessman, husband and friend passed
away last month after a
short battle with cancer.
The big man with a
candy apple smile made a
living climbing in and out
of his carrier truck loading and delivering cars
from one destination to
another. As owner and
operator of Anointed
Transportation, he drove
hundreds of miles a week
to satisfy customers who
were waiting the arrival
of their cars. Much of the
drive time gave him an
opportunity to be alone
to think and meditate.
Peterson said the
long hours on the road
were his time to pray and
sing praises unto God.
One Thursday morning,
that all changed. He was
diagnosed with cancer
and had to stop driving
because of the effects of
the radiation treatment.
By the time the cancer was discovered, the
doctors predicted six
months to live. On Tuesday, July 30, God made a
delivery call to pick up
Peterson to take him to
his final resting place.
Born Oct. 9, 1970, to
Ulysses and Bobbie Peterson, the St. Pete native
was the father of
Zachary, Jr. and Skylar.
Some called him
Zack; others referred to
him as Scott or Scotty,
but he would say that it
didn’t matter what you
called him, just don’t be
late calling him for dinner. Peterson had that
kind of sense of humor.
He is preceded in death
by his brother, Stacy.
Peterson graduated
from Gibbs High School
in 1990 where he starred
on the Gladiator football
team. He was known as a
competitive player and vicious tackler. Outside of

Ruta and Zachary Scott Peterson
athletics,
he
was
friendly and passionate.
In his senior year, he
was awarded “Most Humorous” for his witty and
lively personality. He was
well liked and formed
bonds that left a lasting
impression.
Sophine Burton had a
special brother/sister relationship with Peterson.
She initially met him
when she was a 14 year
old working at her first
job at Taco Bell. He took
on the big brother role to
help Burton and Calandra Jones, another lifelong friend working at
the food chain. That was
33 years ago.
Jones
reminisced
how caring and passionate her adopted brother
was, and Burton smiled
as she told stories of how
he always had a way of
making you laugh or feel
better when you were
down. They both took
comfort in knowing that
they could depend on
him. If he said he would
do it, he did it.
“He’s been there for
me several times. Most
recently he dropped
everything, drove and
comforted
Terrell
(Sophine’s son) and I
when I had to put my dog
Smokey to sleep. Zack
had a big heart to match

that big mouth. He was
dedicated to everything
he believed in. I’ll miss
him,” declared Burton.
A little more than a
year ago, Peterson met
his wife, Ruta, who became his spiritual confidant. The two were
married seven months
when God called him
home. The time they
shared together left lasting memories.
“This last seven
months Scott had a
hunger for God and an
opening to receive him in
a different way. It’s beautiful to witness God’s pursuit on one soul even in
his last hours,” expressed
Ruta Peterson.
A memorial service is
scheduled for Saturday,
Aug, 31 at Southside Tabernacle, 3647 18th Ave. S,
at 1 p.m.
Because of his sudden
diagnosis and exorbitant
medical cost, donation
pages have been set up to
assist the family and
meeting final needs. Go to
Venmo:
@RAWMovement
Cashapp: $RAWMovement, Paypal: www.paypal.me/rawrealanointedw
ord or GoFundMe to donate to the family.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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PLEA SE JOIN US
U F OR THE POYNTE
ER INS TITUTE’ S

OF JOUR
RNALISM

Saturday, November 2, 2019
The Vinoy Renaissance Resort
501 Fifth Ave. N., St. Petersburg

Purchase
e Tickets T
To
oday at
Poyntter.org/Bowtie
Cocktail Atttire - Bowties Encouraged
All proceeds beneffiit the
A
t nonproffiit Po
oy
ynter Institute in advancing
excellence in journallism and promoting ffa
ex
act-based e
ex
xpression.

M
MEDIA SPONSORS:

KAT
TIE COURIC

NORMA
AN PEARLSTINE

Anchor, “Toda
o y” show and the “CB
BS Evening News,”
Author and Media Entrepreneur

News Executive, Los Angeles Times,
Wall Street Journal, Bloomberg, Time, Inc.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services ....................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School........................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service .......................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study............................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service.........................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ........................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Peace
When everything seems to be going wrong, and you seem to have
no peace.
Trust GOD to show HIS love and grace, for he does not author
confusion, HE is the author of peace.
When your heart is heavy and depression looms, remember GOD
is near.
HE knows what you are going through, so trust that HE does hear.
Your voice and cries through all your prayers, will never be ignored;
For GOD Almighty from above will cover you with HIS love.
HE only asks that we love, praise, and thank HIM through our trials.
HIS son JESUS CHRIST was sent to us, for our miracles we’ll see
in a while.
Yes GOD is the answer to a peace, beyond all human understanding;
JESUS gave HIS life for us; HIS strength is the reason for our
standing.
As we stand upon GOD’s promises, we have HIS amazing grace;
we can walk by faith, with GOD as our guide and direct our footsteps to HIS eternal place.
Keep your mind stayed on JESUS, and be still and you will know;
that GOD does not author confusion, HIS peace in you will surely
grow.”
AMEN
1 Corinthians 14:33
“For GOD is not the author of confusion but of peace...”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
From the Pastor’s Desk
Transforming Your Try
Into Trust
Have you ever experienced a situation in life
where the more you tried
the worst it got? If so, you
are not alone. The Bible is
filled with stories of people
who tried and tried only to
meet those familiar dance
partners called frustration
and failure. One such character
was
Solomon.
Recorded in the Book of Ecclesiastes is his life’s story of
failed tries. Throughout the
book he repeatedly attempts
personal
satisfaction
through human effort. He
tried education, building
projects, people, music, and
money to no avail. All resulted in an empty vacuum
of vanity. It wasn’t until he
stopped trying and started
trusting that he realized the
secret to a fulfilled life. The
answers are not in human effort but rather in the heavenly essences of God. God
and God alone is the one
who finds, forms, fulfills and
finishes a life created. For
Solomon, life began when he

Pastor’s Corner

stopped trying and started
trusting in the God who creates.
It is no wonder then that
the wisest man ever to live
could convey words of wisdom to his contemporaries
and you and me alike with
the statement: Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not to thine own understanding. In all they ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct your paths. Proverbs
3:5-6
The phrase “Trust in the
Lord” reveals to the reader
that trying is transformed to
trust when a relationship is
established. This relationship is between the Creator,
God and His creation. The
relationship is formed when
we make Jesus, God’s Son,
the Lord and Savior of our
life. Then this relationship of
trust is fitted when we relate
to God as the Creator who
communicates His plans,
commits His power, and
completes His purpose for
our lives and the world
around us. Finally, this relationship flourishes as we follow His Son more closely.

This development of intimacy with the Lord becomes
a reality through the study of
His Word and through purposeful prayer. Therefore,
as we continue our journey,
from day to day, let us reflect
and remember that we have
come this far by faith and let
us relay upon our God to
continue to lead us on to the
fulfillment of His plans and
purpose lives.
The women of St. Mark
are looking forward to the
Deaconess’ movie night fellowship showing of ‘The
Shack’ on Saturday, August
24th at 5:00 p.m. Dress is casual. Be prepared to have
fun!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays @10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30
a.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wednesdays
@9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study - Wednesdays @
7:00 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church will
be celebrating our 116th Church Anniversary. The Music Ministry is honored and
blessed to chair this special milestone. We
are inviting Bethel family and friends to take
part in the scheduled activities for the
month of September.
Our Theme is “Rooted and Grounded in
Jesus Christ” Colossians 2:7
Calendar of Events:
Prayer Brunch - Saturday, September 7
10:00 am
“A Night of Songs” Concert - Saturday,
September 21
6:00 pm
Anniversary Proper - Sunday, September 22
10:15 am

Guest Preacher - Pastor Wayne Thompson
First Baptist Institutional Church - St.
Petersburg, FL
Revival - September 24-25
Revivalist: Pastor Robert Vinson - Faith
Memorial Baptist Church St. Petersburg
7:00 pm - Nightly
“A NIGHT OF SONGS”
Don’t miss our 116th Church Anniversary Concert:
When: Saturday, September 21, 2019
Time: 6:00 pm
Where: Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, 3455 - 26th Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33711

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

The Christ Consciousness
“God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and
healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God
was with him (Acts 10:38).”
Jesus, the Wayshower, is
often referred to as Jesus
Christ. Christ is not Jesus’
last name. Christ is a state of
consciousness into which
Jesus evolved. Jesus became
Jesus Christ at his baptism.
His salvation experience in
the temple at 12 years old
was his personal awakening
to who he was and what he
was called to do. At 30, 18
years later, Jesus was ready
for everyone else to be aware
of who he was and what he
was called to do.
Christ means anointed.
The anointing is the power
and presence of God upon a
person, place, or thing to do
that which is uncharacteristic
of the person, place, or thing.
Your awareness of the power
and presence of God in your
life is the Christ consciousness. The Christ consciousness empowers you to
operate in both the natural
and the supernatural realms.
The Christ consciousness al-

lows you to transcend the
physical world and to enter
the spiritual world. The
Christ consciousness is the
ability to tap into your divinity and to move beyond
human limitations. The
Christ consciousness is your
agreement with the heavenly
sphere to manifest in your
daily earthly experiences.
Jesus was not the first
Christ. There are several
Christ examples in the Old
Testament. The anointing
came upon kings giving
them knowledge beyond
their years. Prophets operated in their Christ consciousness and had the
ability to heal the sick and
raise the dead. Christ manifested through warriors enabling them to win battles
supernaturally over armies
that were much larger than
they were. The talking donkey was an example of the
Christ manifesting through
animals. Inanimate objects
such as the burning bush
which was not consumed and
the rock in the wilderness
which became a water fountain are just a few Christ examples in the Old Testament.
(I Corinthians 10:4).

There are also examples
of the Christ in the New Testament before and after
Jesus. Mary, the mother of
Jesus, is an example of the
Christ. Virgins don’t normally have babies. Elizabeth,
the mother of John the Baptist, is another example of the
Christ. Senior citizens who
have been barren all their
lives, like Elizabeth, don’t
usually carry children. The
apostles continued in the
Christ Consciousness and
performed miracles, signs,
and wonders such as healing
people through their shadows and being freed from
prisons without any human
intervention.
You are called to manifest
the Christ in the earth today.
Jesus Christ, the Wayshower,
showed you how to be the
Christ consciousness in a
physical form. The same
power and presence of God
is in you. You have the same
abilities to do things that
seem impossible. All you
must do is be aware and
open to see Christ manifesting in your life, world, and affairs.
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Florida Democrats continue 2020 campaign ramp-up
Special to The Weekly
Challenger

FORT LAUDERDALE –
It’s clear the Florida Democratic Party is serious about
turning the state blue, judging by the early start of
campaign efforts to engage
communities of color. The
historic jump-start began in
May with the launch of Organizing Corps 2020 that
pays and trains students of
color in targeted regions on
crucial field outreach, and
voter registration.
Corps members are college students who were
trained in Atlanta by national experts, and then returned to Florida to take
part in an eight-week program where they were immersed
in
their
communities, learning how
to organize.
“This program is crucial
to ensuring our nominee is
set up for success on day

one,” said Juan Penalosa,
executive director of the
Florida Democratic Party.
Organizing Corps is just
one piece of the larger plan
for victory in 2020. An aggressive voter registration
strategy aims to increase
rolls by 200,000 voters and
has already surpassed previous efforts during the
same period.
The Democrats are
working with former gubernatorial candidate Andrew
Gillum and partner organizations to increase voter
registration by a million voters all total.
High voter turnout delivers victory, and Florida
Democrats have been
guarding against efforts to
suppress that vote or efforts
to register voters. According to experts, Amendment
4 would add well over 1 million voters to the rolls, the
majority of them Democ-

rats.
The amendment allows
non-violent felons to register to vote. But, in the
spring, the Republicans
passed a law dubbed the
“poll tax” forcing returning
citizens to pay all their fines
to register. A recent study
shows that 80 percent of
those felons who would
qualify under Amendment 4
will not be able to vote because of this Republicanbacked law.
Meanwhile, the Florida
Democratic Party launched
a campaign drawing attention to the Republican “poll
tax” voter suppression effort dubbed “They did their
time. Why pay twice?” It
also encourages voter registration and an end to voter
suppression.
A week later, Gov. Ron
DeSantis took the unusual
step of asking the Florida
Supreme Court to issue an

opinion on whether felons
must pay all fines to be eligible to vote.
“There’s
something
about the restoration of civil
rights that just does not sit
well with Gov. DeSantis. In
five months, he showed
himself to us as someone
who sees risk in registering
people who may not vote
Republican,” according to
Florida Democratic Party
Chair Terrie Rizzo.
DeSantis said he has
“the responsibility to take
care that the constitution
and the laws of Florida are
faithfully executed.” He
added that he would not infringe on the right to vote
under the Florida Constitution.
“Ron DeSantis has one
priority, and that’s to deliver
Florida to Donald Trump at
any price. Our job is to end
the nightmare in 2020,”
Rizzo said.

Florida Democratic Party Chair Terrie Rizzo and
former gubernatorial candidate Andrew Gillum

Rev. Willie C. Whiting goes home
WHITING, from front page

the mischievous youth in
the neighborhood. Jumping into action, he started
work with the City of St.
Petersburg Parks and
Recreation Department in
the early 1970s.
He worked at 5th Avenue Playground, Bartlett
Park, now known as Frank
W. Pierce Recreation Center and Childs Park Recreation Center, retiring from
the city in 2005.
For the greater part of
Whiting’s life, he held
down multiple jobs. In
1977, he started work for
the Department of Juvenile Justice, Pinellas
County Juvenile Deten-

tion Center. For more
than 35 years, he guarded
some of the same students that he coached at
Bartlett and Childs Park
Recreation Centers. In
January 2012, he retired
as night shift lieutenant.
“I don’t know how he
was able to maintain that
pace, but his faith was important to him. I grew up
on those jobs with him.
People knew me because
of him. My dad was my
best friend,” said Monee
Vongsalat, his youngest
daughter, who resides in
Alabama.
Like most things in
Whiting’s life, when he

committed to serving
God
and
attending
church, he didn’t waver
on his word. He was a
member of Mt. Zion Progressive for 25 years,
serving under current
Pastor Louis Murphy and
previous Pastor Wilkins
Garrett, Jr.
During his time, he
served as an associate
pastor and youth pastor.
He was instrumental in
the growth of the children’s ministry and continued to mentor and
teach children and youth
until his health failed.
When then-Rev. Garrett sought to expand the

ministries, one of his primary focuses was to grow
the youth and children’s
ministry. He called on
Whiting because he had
experience developing
youth and had a heart for
children.
Whiting initiated the
children ministry growth
by starting an AWANA
program. Awana is a
worldwide non-profit ministry that focuses on providing
bible
base
evangelism and discipleship solutions for ages 2
to 18. AWANA gives children the opportunity to
know love and serve
Jesus, no matter their

background.
Jaron DeVon is one of
the former students in
Rev. Whiting’s youth ministry who is now married
with two children of his
own and serving in the
United States Navy. He
wrote, “Elders are so important to our growth.
Rev. Tubs, thank you for
all the life lessons you
taught me at a young age.
I will never forget them or
you.”
It is great to know that
no matter what happens
on earth or what things
we might need, God got
it!
Whiting is survived by

his children Katrina
Thomas (Port Tobacco
Village, Md.), Cleopatra
Antoine (Tampa), Raffaell
Whiting, Julian Whiting,
Monee Vongsalat and
stepson Jamie Howard.
Funeral services for
Rev. Willie C. Whiting will
be held on Saturday, Aug.
31 at 11 a.m. at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, 955 20th
St. S, St. Petersburg. A
viewing only will be held
Friday in Mt. Zion’s Youth
Chapel, 921 20th St. S
from 6-8 p.m.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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Jill-of-all-trades keeps several balls in the air
ECONOMY , from front page

tasks for a K-12 math department.
Her time there helped
her plot her next path. She
left the school board knowing that she needed to acquire management skills if
she “didn’t want to be part
of the ‘cube farm.’” While
entrepreneurship was in
her heart, she enrolled in
the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg Kate
Tiedemann College of Business.
Douglas said that business school turned out to be
one the best personal decisions she’d made in her life
to that point – and it pointed
her toward a new career
path.
“USF connected me
with this yacht charter that
was looking for a marketing

intern. That’s really where I
got my experience for Top
Nauts, because I learned a
lot about the marine industry in a relatively short
amount of time.”
When the company
shut down six months later,
Douglas decided to take
everything she’d learned
and launch her own charter
company.
Designed to be a marine
service provider that supports boat owners through
a strategic charter program,
Douglas intends Top Nauts
to create strategic relationships with boat owners,
maintenance services, experienced boat captains and
charter clients – an often
challenging set of negotiations that Douglas feels she
has the know-how to

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Have you ever noticed
that “racism” is a topic that
many want to discuss, but
are hesitant? The norm has
been to, when possible,
avoid the subject. Under
the current federal administration, its denial has created a situation likened to
kerosene being tossed
onto a blazing fire.
Instead of civil discussions across so-called racial
lines, many times those interested in eradicating it
are left to whisper, to discuss with people who look
like themselves and, or, to
study it from impersonal
resources.
Although head-knowledge is gained, real communication on this subject
is frequently negated be-

tween individuals who society says is different. Still,
there are those willing to
express and expose the
racial injustices that continue to infect America as a
whole from becoming its
greatest self.
Meet Nikole HannahJones, a recognized authority, and investigative
journalist on topics such as
racial segregation, desegregation and re-segregation in American schools
and housing.
Born April 9, 1976, in
1988 Hannah-Jones earned
a bachelor’s degree in history and African-American
studies from the University
of Notre Dame. In 2003,
she earned a master’s degree from the University of

achieve.
After registering Top
Nauts as an LLC, Douglas
enrolled in the Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corporation’s Clearwater
CATCH Program held at
the North Greenwood Library. Praising the program, Douglas said there
she received valuable
coaching that helped her
work out key question areas
and get her business plan
done.
While at USF, Douglas
also landed an internship
with nonprofit FYI Community Partnership, which has
blossomed into the role of
volunteer executive director. Working with the community of Lake Belleview,
also known as South Greenwood, the organization pro-

mom with instilling her with
hard work ethics, and USF
for exposing her to people
and experiences who
helped her define her goals.
Now, she said it’s her goal to
be a business resource for
friends, family and people in
low-income communities
that might not be exposed
to the kind of information

she was blessed to receive.
Follow and learn more
about Maranda’s journey to
build Top Nauts at TopNauts.com, and more about
FYI Community Partnership at fyicommunitypartnership.org.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

She gives a voice
North Carolina at Chapel
Hill’s School of Journalism
and Mass Communication.
Hannah-Jones’
academic experience and
voice are ones frequently
loss within the discussion
of black American children
in schools. Her parents enrolled her and her siblings
in a voluntary program of
desegregation busing. As a
result, Hannah-Jones attended almost all-white
schools in Waterloo, Iowa.
There is no doubt that her
experience is pivotal in her
career choice of giving a
voice to civil rights in the
United States.
After graduating from
UNC, she worked for three
years at the Raleigh News
& Observer where she cov-

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For
more than 40 years, we have provided compassionate lifeFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County
hospice:
• With freestanding specialized care centers providing
continuous medical care if your loved one has
uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their
quality of life and your peace of mind.
• Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000
community volunteers, helping us provide the best
possible care for your loved one.
• With a local foundation that supports services and
care not paid for by insurance. This means your
donations and support of our hospice stay in your
community.
• That’s part of the larger Empath Health network
including palliative care, home health, elder
care, advance care planning and more – offering
complete support for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

vides family and individual
social services, tutoring assistance and community
events.
Douglas’ first major undertaking with FYI is an upcoming mural project with
the City of Clearwater,
which she hopes to see
come to fruition by October.
Still, Douglas must support herself and her twoyear-old daughter. Fearless
about finding jobs that fit
her social personality, she’s
a “Jill-of-all-trades” who juggles gigs as a part-time
brand ambassador for a
marketing company, a bartender at the Elks club in
North Greenwood and as a
roulette and blackjack
dealer for a private casinothemed event company.
Douglas credited her

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org

ered the education beat, a
role which meant she
wrote
mostly
about
Durham Public Schools,
which were predominantly
African American.
In 2006, Hannah-Jones
added to her resume when
she accepted a position to
write for The Oregonian.
While in Portland, she was
able to expand her coverage that ranged from featured work to government
and census beats. There,
her writings gained national attention.
In 2007, she wrote
about the impact of the
1965 Watts Riots on the
community for the Kerner
Commission. From 2008 to
2009, she traveled to Cuba
to study universal health-

care and its country’s educational system upon receiving a fellowship from
the Advanced Journalism
Studies.
In 2011, Hannah-Jones
joined ProPublica, an independent, nonprofit news
organization, to cover civil
rights and to continue research she started on
redlining and discriminatory housing practices.
ProPublica is based in New
York City, and in 2015,
Hannah-Jones became a
staff writer for the New
York Times.
She has numerous
awards and has spoken
about civil rights and race
relations on national public
radio broadcasts. She is
one of the co-founders of

the Ida B. Wells Society for
Investigative Reporting,
which aims to promote investigative journalism and
encourages minority journalists to give a voice to systemic and institutional
racism. Currently, she is
working on a book on
school segregation.
It takes courageous
conversations on racism for
eradication to occur — not
only for those with experiences to share but also for
those earnestly willing to
listen. That is real dialogue.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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SPHA commissioners’ lawsuit
to reverse Kriseman dismissals
can go forward
BY ROGER K.
CLENDENING
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
On Aug. 19, the Pinellas
County Circuit Court’s
Appellate Division ordered the City of St. Petersburg, led by Mayor
Rick Kriseman, to file a
response to the lawsuit
by three SPHA commissioners
challenging
Kriseman’s dismissal of
them in a backdoor effort
to get Tony Love, the
housing authority’s CEO.
The case, Harry Harvey, Delphinia Davis, and
Ann Sherman-White versus The City, was dismissed on June 19, 2019,
by Judge Patricia A. Muscarella, who stated, in
court, that “Under the
facts of this case, I do not
believe I have any jurisdiction.”
The Appellate Division order, signed by Circuit Judge Pamela A.M.
Campbell, directed Kriseman to file a response
with 30 days of Aug. 19.
Kriseman had broadcast widely his goals of
getting Tony Love fired,
even though Love is not
an employee of the City

of St. Petersburg. His
backdoor political hit
was to come by dismissing commissioners who
supported Love and replacing them with appointees who would
pledge to do the deed
once appointed.
One new Kriseman
appointee, C. Knox LaSister, a New York City
real estate attorney and
player, is a Black man. Almost before the ink was
dry on his appointment
letter, he moved, during
an ad hoc Legal Committee meeting, to fire Love
but his other new comrades, by three to one,
said hold up, wait a
minute, let us put some
more thinking in it.
According to political
insiders, several of whom
are highly placed business and real estate players, Kriseman and the
downtown power brokers
ultimate aim is to regain
control of the real estate
from Jordan Park north
and east toward downtown, land and wealth
until recently controlled
predominately by African
Americans through the
St. Petersburg Housing
Authority and private and

Tony Love
business ownership.
All that acreage
should be producing millions more in real estate
taxes. By law, SPHA owners of Jordan Park and
other property, pay
what’s known as PILOT
fees, payment in lieu of
taxes, and at a much
lower rate and amount
than real taxes command.
Kriseman’s
game
plan, launched just as
SPHA was about to develop a $50-million redo
of the Jordan Park property, is viewed by many
as a blatant racist attempt
to once again deny the
non-elitist African-Americans in the city a genuine
opportunity for economic
development.

PANEL, from front page

we’re not looked at as the
creative thinkers because we’re still looked at
as the entertainers.” He
encouraged
African
Americans working in
the creative area to focus
more on ideas, concepts,
strategy and branding.
Through Beach And
Main, Voliton helps creatives build and grow
their businesses —
which includes helping
them to reach their target market. Beach And
Main’s other services include creating “Brand
Identity Elements” including logos, print materials,
social
media
marketing, web design
and maintenance, and
promotional videos.
Voliton also helms the
Being Unmanageables
collective, which he created when he was fired
from his day job for being
an “unmanageable” creative. He now thinks of it
as “a blessing in disguise.”
Working within the

Breaking
the Cycle
REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Battle scars: When the church wounds its own, part 2

Volitan encourages African Americans working in
the creative area to focus more on ideas, concepts,
strategy and branding
Labor Statistics numbers
for advertising, public relations and related services showed that out of
629 reported jobs, 85 percent were held by whites,
47.5 percent by women,
10 percent by Latinx, 8.5
percent by Asians — and
blacks were dead last,
holding a measly 5 percent of positions.
Voliton attested to
those abysmal numbers
from his own experience.
“The first thing you
notice is that there’s not
a lot of us,” he shared in
a later phone interview.
“Especially in prominent
positions. It’s a good ol’
boys network still, so
there’s a lot to be done
because they’re not putting a lot of effort into
finding black people to
fill certain spots in advertising.”
He also noted that
African Americans have
work to do in order to
create a market for their
creativity.
“I think a lot of times

9

social media economy to
spread his gospel of personal storytelling-to-selfactualization, Voliton and
partner Robert Rostick
host the Raising Unmanageables podcast and
streaming show.
Of course, community is still a large part of
Voliton’s drive, and along
with a handful of other
North Greenwood natives,
he’s
recently
formed
Greenwood
Grove, an organization
focusing on economic
empowerment and community revitalization in
the area.
To learn how you can
get involved, visit them
on Facebook, or email
GreenwoodGroveCLW@gmail.com
for
more information.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

Praise the Lord
saints.
Remember
when
God
commanded
Samuel to go and anoint
the new king, sitting
King Saul down for his
disobedience not once
but twice. God told Saul
that when he gets the
victory these last two
times that he was first to
destroy and kill everything, and this time take
nothing from those
wicked places.
Well Saul, having
been the big man on
campus for such a long
time, decided he would
alter the plans a bit. No
big
deal,
right?
WRONG!
Saul decided that he
was going to reform
King Agag instead of
killing him and he was
going to take only the
best of the spoils and to
justify his misdeed,
build an altar before the
Lord.
This is not what God
told him. And when
Samuel confronts Saul,
he gets indignant until
Samuel broke it down
straight forward and to
the point.
Samuel asked Saul
what did God tell him to
do and then proceeded
to point out how he disobeyed God. Saul later
repented; however, the
damage had already
been done. Saul tried to
cover up his misdeed,
but God wasn’t having it.
One other key point
to bring out is when God
initially told Samuel to
go and sit Saul down,
Samuel started to pout
like a little kid because
he had to be the one to
bring his hero down.
God gave Samuel time
to have his pity party,
then shut it down.
See, Samuel had
such profound respect
and reverence for Saul
as did many if not all of

the people, But GOD
placed Saul in his position, not the people.
And it was God who
gave the order to bring
him down because it
was time to anoint the
new king.
One that not even
the most astute would
not have figured.
When Samuel entered into Jesse’ home,
he stated his purpose
and immediately Jesse
thought he knew who
God had appointed to be
king and did as Samuel
asked, well, not at first.
Jesse brought out all the
sons he thought would
be worthy of being king.
Again, he thought.
But
God
assured
Samuel that he would
know instantly once he
placed his eyes on him,
and we know that to be
David, the youngest, the
sheepherder.
I bring out this point
because
the
black
church today has decided like King Saul and
Jesse to do as they feel
or believe and disregard
the voice of God when it
relates to church matters.
They are quick to say
“it ain’t my church; it’s
God’s church,” but the
front row and most of
the deacon board is a reflection of your personal
Rolodex. This, in your
mind, ensures you will
leave only when you feel
its time and not before
because your inner circle wouldn’t dare remove you before then.
You have strategically placed the exact
number needed to win
every majority decision
regardless of how it
could affect the whole
church. You step on
those that don’t fit your
idea of what someone in
“your” leadership position should look like, act
like, talk like, etc., etc.

Those individuals
that you stepped on decide they are going to
leave the church and in
most cases have just
cause. To try and save
face, you go even further to make it as
though they just don’t
want to continue to live a
saved lifestyle and are
choosing to backslide
and go back into the
world.
But now look at God,
He then sends them to
another church, and
they flourish because
they are allowed to
bloom where they are
planted and allowed to
exhibit the God-given
talents, skills, and abilities God placed in them,
those same abilities you
tried to stipend.
The really sad thing
is other saints knew
what was going on and
instead of developing a
backbone decided to remain in silence and go
on with business as
usual.
Kind of like
Adam in the Garden.
Adam was standing
right there with his wife
when Satan was dropping then smooth Pretty
Ricky lines on her, and
she fell for it hook, line
and sinker all the while
he just stood there. And
if that wasn’t bad
enough, he didn’t attempt to correct her,
stop her from eating,
and then He bit, knowing perfectly well what
he was told not to do directly from God himself,
causing sin and death to
begin.
The question was
asked, what if Adam
never bit but Eve did,
and the answer was well,
Adam had 11 more ribs
so… lol.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Bishop-Elect Rev. Dr.
Robert L. Harrison, PhD

W E E N C O U R A G E
L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380 that the CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG intends to dispose of the below listed lots, which
are located within the South Community Redevelopment Area:
• 634 22nd Avenue South
• 2034 Dr. MLK Jr. Street South
• 1120 16th Street South
• 1805 18th Avenue South
• 1773 18th Street South
• 1940 Auburn Street South
• 2930 12th Avenue South
• 4043 15th Avenue South
For inquiries into the properties, to obtain pertinent information on
the properties, or to make a proposal, please contact the City within
30 days via:

Bryan Volition and Robert Rostickt

Diane Bozich
Real Estate Specialist
Real Estate & Property Management
(727)893-7185
Email: diane.bozich@stpete.org
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Living life like it’s golden
GREENVILLE, S.C. –
The Significant South Atlantic Region of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., spanning 175 chapters throughout Florida,
Georgia and South Carolina, recently held its
66th regional conference
in
One of the major
highlights of the conference is always the Carolyn House Stewart’s
Diamond (75 years),
Golden (50 years) and
Silver Star (25 years) anniversary formal dinner
and celebration.
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. is the oldest
African-American Greeklettered sorority for college-educated women in
the United States and internationally. Its empowering motto “Service To
All Mankind,” has been
its primary mission for
the past 111 years.
The honorees of the
dinner paraded into the
banquet venue to a standing ovation and cheering

full capacity crowd. Soror
Dr. Barbara Lindsey
Oguntade, a member of
Gibbs High School class
of 1968, was among those
presented as a Golden
Soror.
Affectionately known
as “Dr. O,” she was initiated into the Beta Alpha
Chapter at Florida A& M
University in fall 1969, before her graduation in August 1971. For the past 50
years, she has been actively involved in her
beloved organization’s
initiatives nationally and
globally.
Oguntade is proud to
have been a strong role
model in her influence
and sponsoring more
than 20 sorors into this illustrious organization
throughout her continuous membership.
“I am proud to have
reached this milestone in
my life and experience
the amazing sisterhood
as a part of this unforgettable journey.”
Oguntade is a retired

Soror Dr. Barbara Lindesy
Oguntade

educator and administrator of 37 years throughout the state of Florida.
She has had a major impact on the lives of all the
students under her mentorship and tutelage from
elementary school up to
doctoral candidates.
Betty Jo Gaskin and
Cassandra Williams, two
members from St. Pete’s
Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter, were presented
as Silver Stars during the
celebration.
Oguntade recently attended and supported
the
Gamma
Theta
Omega Chapter’s Golden
Soror Gala with her line
sisters Thelma “Patsy”
Green
and
Angela
Shorter Story in Tampa.
There, new Golden
sorors Justice Emeritus
Peggy Quince and Patricia Scrivens Miles (former Miss Gibbs High
class of 1966) were presented at their Tampa
chapter’s gala.

Attorney Jean Oguntade
with Florida Supreme Court Justice
Emeritus, Golden Soror Peggy Quince,
initiated into Alpha Chapter Howard
University Spring of 1969.

Sorors of Greater Mt. Zion AME Church congratulating
Golden Soror Oguntade. L to R, Linda J. Brown, Verbena Wells,
Jean Oguntade, Sylvia Moore, Earline Gilbert, Mabel Gibson
L to R, Golden
Sorors Angela
Story, Thelma
“Patsy” Green,
Barbara Oguntade
were on the same
Fall 1969 line
at FAMU and
Peggy Quince.

Soror Oguntade with Golden
Soror Patricia Scrivens Miles,
initiated in 1969 at Bethune
Cookman College. Golden
Soror Miles was Miss Gibbs
High School class of 1966

Honoree Sorors Barbara Oguntade and
Silver Star Soror Cassandra Williams at
the Regionals in South Carolina.

RA
AT
TES AS LOW AS

2.75% APR*

REFI & RIDE
SAY YES TO A LOWER PAYMENT
• New purchase or reﬁnance
your current auto loan

• Easy process with no
application fee

• We offer great rates for
motorcycles, boats and RVs

• Quick approvals, often
the same day

Call 727.431.7690 or visit reﬁandride.com
Reﬁnancing is subject to credit approval by Achieva Credit Union. Additional terms and conditions apply
such as vehicle age, mileage, value and debt ratio. Auto APR=Annual Percentage Rate and is based on loan
term, credit and collateral qualiﬁcations. For a 2019 model yearr,, A loan amount of $10,000, a term of 36
months, a 730 credit score, an APR of 2.75%, your monthly payment would be $290.04. Floor rate 2.75%. If
you choose to reﬁnance your loan with Achieva Credit Union, we may be able to reduce your APR. Howeverr,, if you choose a loan term that is longer than the term left on your current loan, you will pay interest over
a longer period of time and the overall cost of the loan may be higher. Rates are subject to change without
notice. Reﬁnance terms available for Non-Achieva loans only. Membership qualiﬁcations apply.
Insured by NCUA.

